Congress of the United States

Washington, BE 20515
April 24, 2026

The Honorable Todd Blanche
Acting Attorney General

U.S. Department of Justice
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20530

Dear Attorney General Blanche:

As the Department of Justice marks one year since the termination of Office of Justice
Programs (OJP) grants on April 22, 2025, we write to request an update on the status of these awards
and the appeals that have followed. More than 365 OJP grants, originally valued at approximately
$820 million, were cancelled one year ago, disrupting critical public safety and justice programs
across the country and leaving grantees without clarity on their funding or future.'

These grants funded a wide range of crucial public safety and justice initiatives, including
national, state, and community-based programs supporting violence reduction, law enforcement
efforts, victim services, child protection, and other core justice functions. Terminated awards
included 59 grants from the Office for Victims of Crime (OVC), totaling approximately $72 million
to support victims and survivors of crime. While seven of these victim service grants were reportedly
restored by the Administration, the majority of OVC grantees were forced to shut down or
significantly scale back essential life-saving programs, including those providing basic needs for
victims and survivors in rural and underserved communities.>

All terminated OJP grantees were advised of their right to appeal within 30 calendar days of
receiving notice of termination, and approximately 225 organizations submitted written appeals to
the Assistant Attorney General for the Office of Justice Programs in May 2025.% Nearly eleven
months later, the majority of these grantees have not received any response. Recent reporting
indicates that the Department is facing a backlog of approximately 170 grant appeals, with only 35
grants restored and 17 denied as of December 2025.

While awaiting decisions, grantees remain unable to close out their awards or draw down
funds to reimburse costs incurred prior to termination. This ongoing funding freeze has created
significant financial hardship, particularly for small nonprofits, many of which have been forced to
lay off staff and eliminate critical public safety programs as they wait for decisions on their appeals
and reimbursement for approved activities. As these unresolved grants and appeals continue to create
uncertainty and strain for grantees and the communities they serve, we respectfully request an update
on the status of all terminated OJP grants, including the status of all pending appeals.*

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter, and we look forward to your response.
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Member of Congress
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